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Important People in History 
We’re off to a great start with our biography unit! 
Reading about Helen Keller really captivated the kids, 
especially since we’ve had the over-arching theme of 
perseverance and the “Power of Yet” all year. How DID a 
girl who was deaf and blind learn to read? How could 
she possibly learn to speak? What obstacles did she 
have to overcome to be the FIRST blind and deaf 
person to attend college (Radcliff college for women at 
Harvard)? Ask your child these questions—they can tell 
you all about her life. 

This week, we’ll read about Jackie Robinson as a class, 
and we’ll also split into literacy groups to study six 
other important Americans: Rosa Parks, Jane Goodall, 
Martin Luther King, Jr., Amelia Earhart, Abraham 
Lincoln, and Albert Einstein. Ask your child which 
influential person he/she is studying.

Book Buddies 
Book Buddies is now on Thursday afternoons instead 
of Friday mornings, to accommodate for all the special 
school activities that happen on Fridays.

Conference Sign-Ups: 
Mark your calendars: Monday 3/11 at 1:00pm

margit.boyesen@cardiffschools.com

Dates At-a-Glance 

3/15 Awards Assembly 
and Spirit Day (TBA) 

3/21 Family Art Night, 
5-7pm Ada Harris 

4/1-4/5 Parent-Teacher 
Conferences; min. days 

Homeplay 

Math Book: Week 22 

Math Game: please 
choose a math game or 
practice math fluency 

Spelling Words: Week 21 

Inspirations 

“There’s no such thing as 
a ‘normal’ life. Everyone 
one of us is like a flower 
that must be watered. 
Every one of us is full of 
potential. And every one 
of us can overcome 
obstacles.”  
~ Helen Keller 
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Preparing for Conferences 
It’s that time of year again: Assessment Time. Over the 
next few weeks, students will be taking various math 
and language arts assessments to add valuable 
information to their report card scores and comments. 
Of course, assessment scores are just a small part of 
their overall performance, but assessments are a really 
good picture of what they can do by themselves.

Collaborative Writing 
You might remember that we watched Austin’s Butterfly 
and worked on drawing a vase of tulips with the eye of 
a scientist. Last week we added a painting, but this 
time we were invited to be more artistic than scientific. 
Yes, the tulips should look like tulips, but they were 
more nuanced. To solidify our thinking, we wrote a 
collaborative piece as a class about scientific vs. artistic 
drawings, and we feel pretty pleased about the final 
writing; we had to grapple with content, explanations, 
word choice, and more. Please come in and take a look 
at our tulips and read our collaborative explanation.

If you attended the Gala this weekend, hope you had a 
wonderful time! Have a great week.  ~ Ms. Boyesen
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Books We Read Last 
Week: 

Ask what surprised or 
inspired your child in 
reading these books: 

• Frida Kahlo and Her 
Animalitos by Monica 
Brown 

• I Am Helen Keller by Brad 
Meltzer 

• Miracle Worker (video) 
about Helen Keller and 
her teacher Anne Sullivan 

Upcoming Birthdays 

• (no Room 12 birthdays in 
March) 

Biomes Play 

It was fun to watch Ms. 
Easson’s musical, Biomes, 
on Wednesday of last week. 
Did you know that our class 
will be doing a musical with 
Ms. Kavan’s 1st grade class 
later in the year? It’ll be 
about life cycles, and we’ll 
start learning the songs 
towards the end of march. 
For your planning 
purposes, our Parent 
Performance will be 5/10 at 
1:00pm in the Auditorium.

Artist: Bodhi

mailto:margit.boyesen@cardiffschools.com

